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Project Description  

 

 

 

The project aimed to explore the challenges of Pakistani Diaspora’s assimilation in 

the United State, by keeping in view their social, economic and political 

contributions. To utilize vast available resources, within a specified time-period at 

Library of Congress, the team leader identified the strand of analysis, so that each 

member could contribute to a broader understanding of this topic.  

My Strand of Analysis A Socio-Cultural Dimension of Pakistani Diaspora‘s Assimilation in United States of 

America 

Key Areas of 

Investigation 

As a faculty research leader for GLCA program, I investigated the socio-cultural 

assimilation of Pakistani Diaspora in USA and how the security issues like terrorism 

and growth of “Islamophobia”, has affected assimilation and contributes to 

branding and discrimination.  Following are the key areas of my research: 

a. Adaptation of Pakistani Community in terms of dress, food, festivities. 

b. Influence of American culture on family matters of Pakistani community 

(marriage, divorce, upbringing of children). 

c. Effect of Islamophobia on Pakistani Diaspora’s socio-cultural assimilation. 

d. Reflections of Pakistani Diasporas on past terrorist attacks in America 

The data available at Library of Congress and interactions with Pakistani Americans 

during various events in LOC helped me to discover areas, where Pakistani 

community is able to assimilate well and identify reasons for this success. I also 

explored those areas and segments of the Diaspora’s life, which resist integration. 

This synthesis enabled me to understand the level of Pakistani immigrant’s socio-

cultural adjustment in USA. 
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Focus at LOC: 

 Use those sources which can not be accessed off-site. 

 Instead of revolving around the vast available data, use strategies to use relevant material, 

dealing with research topic. 

 Brain storming for those topics, which might not be a center of research but help to reach at 

some conclusions. 

 Further stratify research topic 

Findings:  

 

Abstract of Paper  Socio-cultural assimilation of Pakistani Diasporas in United States of 

America has become a debatable subject particularly after their increased 

activities in the western societies, which has raised number of questions 

and concerns over the new arrivals as well as old ‘citizens. The objective of 

my research is to identify those aspects of Pakistani Diasporas life, where 

they are being influenced from the host country’s culture on one side, while 

on the other it aims to point out the areas, where they are stick to the 

traditions and values of native land, rejecting the exciting norms in their 

host countries. In this regard, the study would be carried out from three 

angels. First, it would focus on religiosity of Pakistani Diasporas (particularly 

second/third generation) and its impact on thinking pattern and lives. 

Moreover, this study will also highlight the impact of “Islamophobia” on the 

lives of Pakistani Muslim community. Secondly, this research will attempt to 

understand the cultural adaptation of Pakistani community, while living in 

United States, particularly regarding their choices in dress, food, living style 

and celebration of festivities. In this regard, the focus of study would also 

be on those aspects, where Pakistani diaspora prefer to follow the culture 

of their own native land. This research will also focus on the socio-cultural 

compromises Pakistani community are making in the process of assimilation 

in US culture. Thirdly, it will investigate the aptitude of Pakistani Diasporas 

on various culturally influenced family matters including marriage, divorce, 

upbringing of children and domestic abuse, while operating in an American 

society. 

General Comment The student team member were responsible to submit their own report, 

based on findings to the team leader. The guidelines on daily basis had 

been emailed to them.  
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Potential Topics for Future Research: 

 Assimilation Challenges for Second Generation of Young Muslim Pakistani Women in United 

States 

 Hate Crimes against Muslim Immigrants: Myth or Reality 

 Redefining Gender with Perspective of Pakistani Diaspora in US 

 Religiosity of Pakistani Diaspora Vs Islamophobia in United States 

 Consequences of Inter-faith Marriages of Pakistani Diaspora in United States 

 Veil of Muslim Women Immigrant: A Matter of Choice or Debate 

 

Benefit of Research for FCCU: 

As a faculty at FCCU, I am pleased to share the on-going benefits of my research at LOC.  

Processed  

 I was invited by “Voice of America” for a live Interview about 2017 GLCA-Library of 

Congress Faculty-Student Research Program. I am pleased to share that I was the 

only Pakistani to represent my country and institution. I have placed that interview 

at the Web, at my Page and Facebook account. 

 I have been offered a collaborative research project with Hope College; Holland, 

Michigan, USA. For which GLCA has shown its willingness for funding.  

 

Under-Process 

 Planning a workshop for students and faculty, sharing the methods to use the off-site 

resources of LOC. 

 Planning Seminar with the students of Humanities and Social Sciences, sharing my 

experience in LOC as a researcher. 

Looking Forward: 

 I am looking forward for second and third stage of this research. 

 Planning for newspaper articles and a research paper based on my findings during my stay at 

LOC. 

Recommendations: 

Following are my suggestions for 2018 Library of Congress-GLCA Faculty-Students Research Program. 

1. A screening process under a panel of senior professors of Social Sciences and humanities 

should be evolved to select “suitable” students for this program.  

2. The parents of selected students should be requested for a meeting prior to the departure. 

Parents along with selected students should be sensitize about the seriousness of such 

academic program. 

3. FCCU should only provide travel grant to those students, who are needy.  

4. There has to be a signed bond of agreement, explaining the responsibilities of selected 

students during their stay at LOC. The students should be answerable of their conduct and 

progress of work to the team-leader, who is also their teacher. 

5. Students receive visa on the basis of endorsement letter from FCCU, therefore their conduct 

during their stay in USA is also a responsibility of the institution. Their travel dates should 

correspond strictly with the dates of GLCA-LOC Program.  
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6. Students should be made responsible to submit a written report about their daily work in 

LOC, to the team leader. The misconception of the students that this is some kind of 

exclusive fun trip, while academic and learning activity is “unimportant” and a secondary 

matter, must be clarified in the bond of agreement. 

7. All emergency contact numbers of student’s family should be shared with the faculty team 

leader to avoid any inconvenience, vice versa. The disappearance of students, without the 

knowledge of the team-leader should not be allowed. 

8. All mobiles should be switched off while present in LOC, so that they could focus on the rich 

and vast material available in LOC. For necessary correspondence, LOC has their own system, 

to facilitate. The use of frequent mobiles, during meetings show non-seriousness, and 

discourteous behaviour, which was repeatedly pointed out by me, during the meetings and 

other occasions. 

9. If students locate relevant material in LOC, they should immediately discuss the matter with 

their team-leader and the Librarian.  

10. The students should be asked to submit a final report, of their work, at the end of program.  

11. The students must share the data with their team leader, for better coordination.  

 

 

 

 


